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EXPOS AND GREEN ECONOMY
« The answer is to find common solutions to the grave
challenges facing us. And when it comes to two of
the most serious—the financial crisis and climate
change—that answer is the green economy. »
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A mobilization without precedent, a new process of dialogue, an above all
collective elaboration, a legislative implementation concerning 13 domains
of action:
- Buildings,
- Urban development,
- Transport,
- Energy,
- Biodiversity Water,
- Agriculture,
- Research,

- Risks, health and
environment,
- Waste,
- Exemplary State,
- Governance, information
and formation,
- Appropriate measures for
overseas territories.

EXPO x EXPOS
Important Events

« The tears of our sovereigns have the salty
taste of the sea that they have ignored. »
Duke of Richelieu

The Green Economy meets
the Blue Economy
The Grenelle of the Sea is built on a strong conviction: seas and oceans have
been completely forgotten during the 20th century. Now, at this beginning of
21th century, it is the sea, which will save the earth.
The sea indeed is the first «potential of life» of the Humanity: food potential thanks to the
plankton, to the seaweeds and to the animal proteins; medical potential thanks to enzymes
and to molecules of the marine species; energy potential thanks to the « blue energies « as
the heat energy of seas, the energy pulled by the swell or the offshore wind mills; scientific
potential with only some tens of thousand species known on a total estimated of several
millions; economic potential with its numerous professions, its excellent areas and its million
workers … However, the sea is also an «Giant with feet of clay», who suffers and dies silently.
Jean-Louis BORLOO
Minister of State, from the Preface of the Blue Book of the commitments
of the Grenelle of the Sea - July 10th and 15th, 2009
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BlE EDlTORlAL:

“Blue growth”

Sustainable Development
is the Colour of the
Economy

At its meeting in June 2009 the OECD Council at Ministerial Level adopted a Green
Growth Declaration. Its purpose is to help the world economy move towards
recovery while building sustainable economies that take into consideration both
environmental and social imperatives.

The Green and the Blue Economy,
with their objectives built into their
names, make explicit the goal of
converging economic prosperity
and environmental interests.
The BIE and Expos have pioneered
this vision for the future with a 1994
resolution stating that all Expos should
pursue
environmental
objectives
as par t of their mission to educate
and to contribute to the progress of
humanity. Since then, the commitment
of ever y Expo to educate for sustainable
environment has made the goals of this
resolution more influential and more
concrete.
With its theme, Oceans - A Heritage for
the Future, Lisbon 1998 was a preview
for Yeosu 2012, which will suppor t
education and innovation for the “Blue
Economy.” Hannover 2000 promoted a
balance between people, nature and
technology, establishing yet another
milestone, which was expanded by the
simple, yet power ful slogan of “Nature’s
Wisdom” of Aichi 2005. This was an
example of how to shift perspectives
through Expos, and encouraged
Zaragoza 2008 to establish “green”
principles as standards for operations
as well as public communication.
Shanghai 2010 will fur ther reinforce
the role of Expos as global platforms
suppor ting green and blue objectives
through the framework for sharing best
practices at the level of cities. Shanghai
2010 will be a laborator y for innovation,
opening the path for Milan 2015,
which will be a timely event gathering
the world on the issues of nutrition,
environment, resource availability and
innovation.
Through its Expos, the BIE will continue
to promote education for sustainable
development as a driver for citizens
actions and as input to the more
formalized frameworks of the green
and blue economy.

Vicente González Loscertales
Secretary General of the BIE

Clearly this cannot happen in an efficient
way without also incorporating the marine
environment which remains an important part
of life on earth. In fact, the oceans cover 71
per cent of the surface of the globe, are an
important regulator of climate (some refer
to oceans as the lungs), and can provide
substantial economic benefits and additional
growth if managed in a responsible and
sustainable way.

Estonia, Saaremaa Island, Gulf of Riga - Kuressare

development, environment and agriculture
policies.
Oceans are the global commons and, while a
Blue Revolution may be around the corner, it
still remains that the marine environment needs
a strong and cooperative management effort
across a wide range of countries and partners
that wish to exploit the economic possibilities
offered. The demise of fisheries, as a result of
our collective overexploitation and the ultimate
crash of many fish stocks, is a case that we
do not wish to see repeated for other marine
resources. No one benefits from such actions;
a strong international agreement on how best
to manage marine resources in a sustainable
manner is imperative.

Carl-Christian Schmidt
Head of Fisheries Division
Trade and Agriculture Directorate
OECD, Paris

Oceans contain vast resources, so much so
that we are still just at the beginning of a Blue
Revolution where we gradually uncover vast
riches and uses of the marine environment.
There is a wide range of biological resources
waiting to be tapped for their use in
pharmaceuticals and other applications. The
oceans also serve as an important source of
recreational activities and tourism. There are
important fish stocks and fish farming that
provide protein for humans. Concurrently the
marine environment is an important highway
for shipping goods around the globe. And
oceans can also provide renewable energy
from tide, waves and gas hydrates.
However, human pressure on the oceans is
huge. Not only do we often fish beyond the
carrying capacity of the resources, but pressures
are also rising due to increasing demand for
other services from the marine environment.
Global warming is also influencing the oceans
and in turn this will affect human activity, and
in particular fishing and aquaculture. Rising
sea temperatures can have devastating
effects on fisheries as stocks of valuable fish
move to other parts of the ocean. There is an
urgent need for a more coherent approach
to marine and coastal zone management
across a wide range of policy areas including
terrestrial policy domains that influence the
ocean structure and ecosystem services. Most
important among these domains are coastal

Estonia, Saaremaa Island, Gulf of Riga Far South of Saaremaa
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Green Economy and Nutrition
Food scarceness and international cooperation: challenges facing Milan EXPO 2015
One goal of the World Food Summit in 1996 was to halve, worldwide and by 2015, the number of undernourished
people.
The last report on the state of food insecurity edited by FAO - Food and Agriculture Organisation (2008), ), The State of Food Insecurity in the World
2008, FAO, Rome - outlines the difficulty in reaching this goal: in 2007 the number of undernourished people is estimated at 923 million, with a
growth of more than 80 million since 1990-92. The greater part of hungry people (67%) are located in India, China and in countries of Sub-Saharan
Africa. Indeed, the situation in these last appears especially dramatic, as in sixteen Sub-Saharan countries the proportion of undernourished people
in the total population is higher than 35%.
Even though agro-food products produced in industrialised countries can help solve emergency cases of food lack (for instance due to drought,
wars etc), the problem of hunger must be faced by considering the resources of the less developed countries (LDCs). Hunger is connected to the
poverty conditions of people. Following recent UN data - United Nations (2008), The Millennium Development Goals Report 2008, UN, New York -,
in Sub-Saharan Africa 50% of the people lives on less than 1.25 dollars a day. The growth of agricultural and food prices in 2007 and 2008 has led
to a worse situation in the LDCs, reducing purchasing power.
In this context, the theme of the Milanese EXPO 2015, “Feeding the planet, energy for life”, highlights the dramatic problem of worldwide hunger, and
food scarceness in LDCs. EXPO 2015 can represent a chance to reinforce cooperation among industrialised and developing countries, supporting
know-how and technological transfer in agricultural and food production. Many technical solutions can contribute to the development of agri-food
systems in developing countries, if they are designed for LDC region specificities. Examples of these solutions are: the implementation of droughtresistant crops, the improvement of irrigation and water management systems, the enhancement of food processing and conservation methods,
and the development of food distribution systems.
Claudia Sorlini,
Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture (Università degli Studi di Milano, Italy)
and Alessandro Banterle,
Associate Professor in the Department of Agricultural, Food and Environment Economics (Università degli Studi di Milano)

The Swiss Pavillon 2010 :
A strongly architectonic Approach
Over an area of 4000 m2, Switzerland will portray itself through an exciting, interactive exhibition on the EXPO
sub-theme “rural-urban interaction”. The overall concept is a balance between man, nature and technology.
There is a strongly architectonic approach to the problem, designed
to focus the attention of the visitor through eye-catching architecture.
The pavilion façade, for instance, will be an animated flashing optical
phenomenon that demonstrates how the energy around us can be put
to good use.
And this is how it works:
the Swiss pavilion is enclosed
in a semi-transparent façade
that produces electricity using
cutting-edge solar technology
and turns solar radiation into a
visible form of energy.
The electricity is drawn from by
light-emitting diodes that flash in
varying quantities, constellations
and durations depending on the
available light and its intensity.
The interactive façade of the Swiss
pavilion: built-in resin tiles equipped
with solar cells and LED’s flash up
whenever triggered by surrounding energy

The diodes flash individually,
throwing coloured shadows
on to the wall behind, and
together light up the whole
façade, sweeping across
the curtain in swarms or
other patterns. As a result

of this special light display and the reaction of the façade, visitors will be
able to perceive Switzerland as an innovative, technologically advanced
and ecologically aware country even before they enter the Pavilion.
The intellectually challenging
concept behind the exhibition
reflects a clear desire to
illustrate the hybrid nature of
the city of the future, balanced
between technology and
nature, in an effort to foster
qualities in life in an urban
environment.
Visit the official website to
learn more about the Swiss
Pavilion
www.swisspavilon.ch

Certain to be an attraction with young and
old is a chairlift that will transport visitors
away from the stress of the city up to a green
meadow radiant with flowers and the tranquil
beauty of nature.
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Showcasing “Nature’s Wisdom” :
The Path to Sustainable Growth
EXPO 2005 Aichi represented a determined effort by Japan to develop new modalities of life
for the 21st century. It was an ambitious attempt to rediscover «Nature’s Wisdom»: science
and technology inherent in our surroundings that together foster a sound balance between
human life and the environment. It was also a “hands-on” laboratory of cutting-edge
technologies, which give us solutions to myriad global issues and enable the sustainable
development of the world economy.
More than 22 million visitors witnessed state-of-the-art technologies everywhere around the Expo site: Fuelcell hybrid buses, which carried visitors to and from the site, produced no carbon dioxide or harmful pollutants.
The tableware used at food courts consisted of earth-friendly utensils made mainly of biomass, derived from
plants and other recyclable organic matters. All of the electricity supplied to the Japan Pavilion was generated
through an on-site new energy system, in which even the garbage from visitors was converted into fuel.
Traditional wisdom also grabbed the spotlight again, fused nicely with modern technologies: The outer shell
of the Japan Pavilion was made of bamboo, which has long been used as a natural sunshade in Japanese
communities. The roof of the pavilion was sprinkled with recycled water, which is another traditional method to
significantly lower the temperature inside.«Vert» et «Croissance» peuvent agir en parfait accord… et Expo 2005
Aichi a été une vitrine réussie pour démontrer cette vérité essentielle.

The Fuel Cell Bus
at EXPO 2005

The Bio-degradable Utensils
at EXPO 2005

“Green” and “growth” can go hand-in-hand … and Expo 2005 Aichi was a successful showcase to demonstrate this important truth.
Yasuhisa Nakao, Former Japanese Delegate to BIE Director
International Economic Affairs, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, Japan

The Travelling Exhibition of the BlE,
“EXPO x EXPOS,” in Japan.
After a successful presentation in Europe (Milan, Madrid, Lisbon,
Zaragoza and Brussels), “EXPO x EXPOS” opened its doors in Aichi
(Japan) between July 18th and August 31st, 2009.
Around 30,000 visitors attended the exhibition, which celebrated
both the vitality of World Expos and the success of these great events
in Japan. The GISPRI (Global Industrial and Social Progress Research
Institute – the organization in charge of the legacies of Expo Aichi
2005) has greatly contributed to the success of this initiative and has
promoted the spirit of cooperation embodied by the Expos, showing
their continuity through the time.

Osaka 1990 (Horticultural Exhibition), and Aichi 2005. Japan’s most
recent World Exhibition in Aichi in 2005, “Nature’s Wisdom”, received
more than 22 million visitors. It is estimated that in total, more than
100 million visitors have attended an Expo in Japan. In order to
highlight this extraordinary record, a special section of the exhibition
has been dedicated to the history of the Japanese contribution to
the Expo movement.
The journey of “EXPO x EXPOS” goes on to Osaka, Japan, from
September 19th until October 18th, 2009, on the site of Expo
Osaka 1970 (Iron Pavilion). For this occasion, Expo Milano 2015 has
inaugurated its participation to the Travelling Exhibition of the BIE
through a module entirely dedicated to its World Exhibition in 2015,
whose theme is “Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life.” The module is
accompanied by a series of sketches of the city of Milan, drawn on
Moleskine notebooks by international artists.

Since its first Expo in Osaka in 1970, Japan has hosted 5 Expos under
the auspices of the BIE: Osaka 1970, Okinawa 1975, Tsukuba 1985,
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