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It’s Not Planet Earth.

It’s Planet Ocean.
Approximately 71% of the surface of the planet that we live on is covered by the ocean.
The ocean produces 75% of the planet’s oxygen and absorbs 50% of its carbon dioxide.
Nine out of every 10 life forms live in the ocean.
The ceaseless circulation of ocean currents maintains optimal temperatures
for the inhabitants of the sea and of the land.
The identity of our planet is embodied in the oceans.
In a sense, we live not on terra firma, but on terra aqua.
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The Living Ocean and Coast
The ocean has always been a source of wonder and awe.
Tales of adventurous explorers and stories of sea-faring warriors captivated
our imagination for centuries.
Now, in the twenty-first century, the ocean is the key to our future.
Its limitless possibilities are becoming more and more important to our survival.
Our future will be determined by how well we co-exist with our oceans and coasts.
The ocean has always been known to contain wonders that we have yet to fully
understand and explore. Seabeds contain a whole variety of mineral resources
that can be used to our benefit; sea farms are an alternative source of food.
And, as the world struggles to find an effective solution to global climate change,
the oceans are capable of providing us with new sources of clean energy.
In this regard, Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea will be an important venue to search for measures
to preserve the ocean and at the same time utilize it in a sustainable way.
The twenty-first century is the era of the ocean.
The Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea will be a chance for us to explore new possibilities.
It will be a chance for us to shape a brighter, healthier future.
We invite you to come join us.

President of the Republic of Korea

LEE MYUNG-BAK
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Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea
to open up the “One Ocean for all”
Destruction of the environment caused by reckless development has been going on for too long.
And the resulting damage is coming right back at us like a boomerang in the form of
mega-calamities.
Picturesque islands have begun to sink under the sea due to global warming and rising sea levels.
In their place, huge islands of floating garbage have been forming in the Pacific, the Atlantic
and other oceans.
A single nation’s efforts to keep the ocean clean are pointless.
There is no time for a blame game between developed and developing nations in protecting the ocean.
It is imperative that all nations join forces to preserve the marine environment
and find ways to use its resources wisely. Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea promises
to lay a solid milestone towards the global goal of “One Ocean for All.”
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Introducing the “Blue Economy”
of the Ocean
The fourth wave in human civilization will come from the waves of our oceans!
Following the agricultural, industrial, and the information revolutions,
the coming marine revolution is about to usher in the “Blue Economy.”
The Blue Economy pursues the coexistence of people and nature and seeks sustainable
growth through the wise use of marine resources. This new paradigm will bring cutting-edge
scientific knowledge and technology to the environment-friendly utilization of the ocean,
offering bright visions for humanity in the 21st Century.

Yeosu Expo Visions
The Vision of Marine Conservation
Get humanity back on a sustainable track through conservation of the ecosystem
involving, in particular, the ocean and its coasts

The Vision of Green Growth
Develop a green economy through the wise use of ocean resources,
which promises to be the most viable growth engine in this new age

The Vision of International Cooperation
Formulate and implement global measures for resolving issues related to
the marine environment
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Yeosu Declaration and Yeosu Project
to Emphasize International Cooperation
for Marine Conservation
In an effort to set an example for the world, Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea will prepare global measures for protecting
the endangered marine and coastal environment of the Earth and its ecosystems, call for international cooperation,
and take concrete actions in this direction.

Yeosu Declaration
The Yeosu Declaration, with its call for a joint planetary response to threats
to the integrity and sustainability of the marine environment, such as seawater
pollution and the overexploitation of living marine resources, will also emphasize
the importance of international cooperation and practical measures
in resolving marine environmental issues.
The Yeosu Declaration is expected to be deliberated and adopted
during the Yeosu Expo by the representatives of the international community,
as an affirmation of the shared commitment to sustainable growth.

Yeosu Project
Embodying the principles and values of the Yeosu Declaration,
the Yeosu Project is a Korean program for assisting developing countries
confronted with marine and coastal problems.
Details of this project will be decided in consultation with relevant
international organizations and beneficiary countries.

Yeosu Expo to be Entirely Devoted
to the Theme of the Ocean

Opening a New Chapter of Ocean Expos
In the 150-year history of international expositions, Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea is the first
ever to be devoted to the marine environment and ocean water, with the exclusive theme of
preserving them. Yeosu Expo is entirely focused on seeking coexistence and co-prosperity
between the ocean, its coasts, and humanity, while sustainable development will be a major subject
delved into. By shining a light on the preciousness of our oceans, Yeosu Expo promises to offer
the world clear and positive visions for the future of human civilization.

Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea
Theme
Period
Venue
Visitors

The Living Ocean and Coast
May 12 - August 12, 2012 (93 days)
Yeosu, Korea
8 million people expected from more than 100 countries

Emblem

The emblem of Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea conveys the harmony and balance
of all ecosystems. The outer circle symbolizes the Earth encompassing
its species (red), oceans (blue), environment (green), and the dynamic waves of
the seas (white).

Mascots

Yeony and Suny, the official mascots of Yeosu Expo, were inspired by plankton,
the source of all marine and coastal life. The dark blue color of Yeony symbolizes
the deep ocean water and its limitless natural resources, while the bright red color of
Suny represents the living organisms of the oceans and land.

Yeony
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Suny

Expo Site

Fast Forward to the Year 2050
Witness the state-of-the-art marine world that you have only imagined unfurl before your eyes.
A wealth of colorful, thought-provoking events set against the oceanic backdrop beckons you.
Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea, a direct link to the marine world of 2050!

Experience High-Tech Simulations
Using the latest tools provided by biotechnology, neural engineering, and information
technology, the imagined marine world of 2050 is vividly simulated, so that participants
can have a complete sensory experience of how people will interact with the oceans
in the future.

Going Green Takes Many Forms
With the main marine exhibition center dubbed the Big-O, the Expo Digital Gallery displaying
up-to-date ICT (Information & Communication Technology) systems, and the world’s largest
pipe organ made from a recycled cement silo, Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea demonstrates
how we can use our knowledge and technologies resourcefully and creatively in our quest
for marine conservation and green growth.

Festivities to Be Staged Across the Entire Southern Coast
Shipbuilding Festival, Tideland Festival, Sunset Festival, Firefly Festival, Tea Festival, Fireworks
Festival... The list of festivals held concurrently with the Yeosu Expo, in an amazing celebration of
local color across Korea’s vast southern coastline, is endless.

Culture and Art Performances to Convey Ocean’s Significance
Theme Pavilion
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This building, embodying the theme of the Yeosu Expo, “The Living Ocean and Coast,” is the main landmark of the Expo venue.
With both its architecture and exhibition systems created using environment-friendly, low-energy technologies, the Theme
Pavilion was constructed with a sustainable future in mind.

Unique, exciting cultural events staged at the Yeosu Expo will bring to life the importance
and value of the ocean.

The Living Ocean and Coast
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The Big-O
This spectacular multimedia show, staged in a sea area 203 times the size of
a football stadium, promises to enthrall everyone. Another feast for the eyes awaits
visitors in the nearby Marine Eco Park with its fabulous coastal landscapes.

Expo Digital Gallery
Digital technology and art come together in this virtual space,
to embroider its four walls with images and movement.
The “Dreaming Whale,” a digital image of a whale created by
the audience members themselves, swims across this space.
A rich and sophisticated simulation will enable visitors to see,
hear and feel the future world of 2050 when people will
harmoniously co-exist with the sea.
The Living Ocean and Coast
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A Future City Driven by Low-Carbon
and Green Growth Principles
Yeosu Expo is built in the image of a future city, in which all facilities and systems are designed
to support a low-carbon lifestyle and green growth. From its layout and architecture
to construction materials and energy supply, everything in this venue is drawn from the ocean.
This carbon-neutral building complex will be created with the goal of developing standards
for future low-carbon, green buildings. After the Expo, it will be used as a test bed for green IT
and for the advancement of green growth industries.

International Pavilion
This exhibition space, for use by 100 participating countries, symbolizes the co-existence
and shared prosperity of the five oceans of the world.
A building with a flexible design, which can be easily modified or remodeled,
the International Pavilion will be used after the Expo for various environment-friendly projects.
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Sky Tower
The Sky Tower is the world’s biggest pipe organ. Made of a discarded cement silo in the port of Yeosu, it was specially
rebuilt for the Expo, as homage to the ecological spirit of this Expo. An original work of art, in which a cement silo is
shaped into a giant wave, the Sky Tower tugs at the listeners’ heartstrings with its marvelous music of the ocean.

Korea Pavilion
This zero-carbon emissions building provides a new model for future green construction.
A symbolic edifice for the Yeosu Expo, embodying the vision of the host country, the Korea Pavilion will feature
exhibitions on the past and present of the Korean maritime industry, and future technologies.

Marine City Pavilion & Marine Civilization Pavilion

Marine Life Pavilion (Aquarium)
International Organization & NGO Pavilion

This aquarium of huge proportions, designed to be an underwater gallery of an entirely new kind,
is to accommodate rare marine creatures such as white whales, baikal seals and sea dragons.

Yeosu, an Up-and-Coming Hub
in the Maritime Age
Located at the crossroads where continental culture meets with oceanic legacies,
Yeosu is the rising star of the maritime industry in Northeast Asia. Yeosu, its literal translation
being “beautiful water,” is poised to become one of the leading cities of the future.

A Regional Center in Northeast Asia
Yeosu, situated on Korea’s southern coast, is predicted to become a major hub of international
exchange between Korea, China, and Japan, as Northeast Asia moves into the maritime age
in earnest.

Bright Prospects for International Tourism and Leisure Sectors
Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea will showcase to the world the rich maritime and cultural heritage of the city.
As the number of tourists increases drastically, the city will build more and more environment-friendly
resorts and hotels.

The Heart of the 21st Century’s Blue Economy
Yeosu city’s Blue Eco-Polis, created on the occasion of the Yeosu Expo, are expected to help establish
various maritime research institutes and cutting-edge corporate R&D centers in the city,
resulting in a booming blue economy based on its abundant marine resources and excellent
infrastructure.
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The Beauty of Yeosu
and Korea’s South Coast
In 1995, a large oil tanker sank in the waters off Yeosu.
The massive oil spill from this accident resulted in the extensive destruction of sea life in the area.
From this harrowing disaster, the people of Yeosu learned dearly how important it is to preserve
the integrity of the marine environment.
Fifteen years later, Yeosu’s coastal waters are now restored to health, once again providing fertile
ground for marine life. Yeosu city’s tragic environmental disaster and its successful turnaround is
a cause for celebration of the resilience of both nature and human beings. We must make sure
that the relationship between nature and the people will always be a harmonious one.
The citizens of Yeosu are honored to present to the citizens of the world the idyllic beauty
of the city’s 300 small and mid-size islands, dotting part of Korea’s 10,000 km
southern coast. The people of the host city are brimming with the hope
that they will be able to share their unique natural and cultural legacies with people
from diverse cultural backgrounds.
In fact, all Korean people are buoyed by the prospect that the Expo will serve
as a great opportunity to deepen their friendship with other peoples
as they all pay special homage to the sea on this occasion.

Southern coastal rice paddies
Terraced rice paddies are spreading endlessly toward the ocean.
Too steep and narrow to accommodate machinery, the paddies
require human handwork and the breathtaking view is a product
of the people’s hard work over the ages.

Yeosu Jinnamgwan
Built as a guesthouse for the Jeolla
Jwasuyoung naval forces in 1598,
Jinnamgwan was the central headquarter of the naval forces,
which had won many historic battles
in the past. It is also the largest
remaining regional government
building, with great artistic value.

Geomun Island Lighthouse
A large 105-year-old lighthouse stands atop a magnificent cliff in the island
of Geomun. Located midway between Yeosu and Jeju Island, Geomun Island is
the southernmost island in the archipelago, providing an extraordinary view
of the ocean.
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Namwon
Gwanghallu Garden
Built some 600 years ago, Gwanghallu
is one of Korea’s representative
traditional gardens. Here, visitors can
appreciate not only Korea’s traditional
ideology, which promotes the unity
of human beings and Mother Nature,
but also the beauty of the country’s
traditional architecture.

Boseong
Green Tea Field
The largest green tea field on the Korean
peninsula produces up to 40 percent
of all tea products in the country.
When the wind blows over the tea field
stretching over hill after hill, it presents
a magnificent sight of green waves.
The surrounding natural scenery is also
loved by many visitors.

Suncheon
Nagan-eup Fortress Folk Village
Located some 40 minutes’ driving from Yeosu,
the small folk village in the fortress
built some 600 years ago continues the simple
traditional ways of life. Built on a plain,
rather than in the mountains or by the coast,
this rare village is considered highly valuable
both academically and culturally.

Temple Stay
at Gurye Hwaeom Temple
Built about 1,500 years ago, Hwaeom Temple is one of
Korea’s major Buddhist temples with long traditions
and culture. Visitors can experience serene meditative
time away from everyday routines at this temple located
at the heart of a mountain.
The Living Ocean and Coast
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Yeosu Expo Honoring Global
Harmony and Communication
Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea comes after a series of hugely successful international events Korea has hosted
in recent decades. Beginning with the 1988 Seoul Olympics, Korea hosted attracted the Daejeon Expo 1993
and co-hosted the football championships of the 2002 FIFA World Cup Korea/Japan.
In preparing to accommodate 8 million international visitors from around the world during the Yeosu Expo,
the Korean government is spending 9.5 trillion won (US$8 billion) on infrastructure projects.
The money is being used to upgrade roads and railways as well as Yeosu’s seaport and airport facilities.
The entire nation is eagerly looking forward to the global festivities honoring harmony and communication,
while dedicated to raising its already excellent standards of hospitality to yet a higher level.

Sa lsland

Where 7 islets mystically connect as one with
the parting of the ocean

The Living Ocean and Coast
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Come Join the Historic
Expo 2012 Yeosu Korea!
Come join us at the unique World Exposition, and explore ways
to achieve sustainable growth, celebrate life,
and have lots of fun along the way.
Together, we can make a difference!

